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the amount of produce for the subsistence of hu

man beings, which an appropriated country has

over an equal extent of a like fertile but unappro

priated, and therefore unreclaimed wilderness, is

too obvious to be explained. It may be stated

however; arid when an economy so beneficial,

without which even a few stragglers of our race

could not be supported in comfort; and a large

human family, though many times inferior to that

which now peoples our globe, could not be sup

ported at all-when the effect of this economy, in

multiplying to a degree inconceivable the aliment

of human bodies, is viewed in connection with

those prior tendencies of the human mind which

gave it birth, we cannot but regard the whole as

an instance, and one of the strongest which it is

possible to allege, of the adaptation of external

nature to that mental constitution wherewith the

Author of nature hath endowed us.

9. In connection with this part of our subject,

there is one especial adaptation, the statement of

territory of industrious and cultivated men. Thus on the abo

lition of this single law, the fairest and most civilized region of

the globe, which at present sustains its millions of families, out

of a fertility that now waves over its cultivated, because its ap

propriated acres, would, on the simple tie of appropriation being

broken, lapse in a very few years into a frightful solitude, or, if

not bereft of humanity altogether, would at last become as deso

late and dreary as a North American wilderness."-Political

Economy, in connection with the Moral State and Moral Pros

pects of Society.
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