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because of a fertility in the earth, by which it
yields a surplus over and above the food of the
direct and secondary labourers, that we can com-
mand the services of a disposable population, who,
in return for their maintenance, minister to the
proprietors of this surplus, all the higher com-
forts and elegancies of life. It is precisely to this
surplus we owe it, that society is provided with
more than a coarse and a bare supply for the
necessities of animal nature. It is the original
fund out of which are paid the expenses of art
and science and civilization and luxury and law
and defence, and all, in short, that contributes
either to strengthen or to adorn the commonwealth.
Without this surplus, we should have had but an
agrarian population — consisting of husbandmen,
and those few homely and rustic artificers, who,
scattered in hamlets over the land, would have
given their secondary services to the whole popu-
lation. It marks an interesting connection be-
tween the capabilities of the soil, and the condi-
tion of social life, that to this surplus we stand
indispensably indebted, for our crowded cities,
our thousand manufactories for the supply of com-
forts and refinements to society, our wide and
diversified commerce, our armies of protection,
our schools and colleges of education, our halls of
legislation and justice, even our altars of piety and
temple services. It has been remarked by geolo-
gists, as the evidence of a presiding design in




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


