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34 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO

of nature’s principles, will be found possessed of
any right, or of any property. It is for their sake
that human law hath interposed, in some countries
of the world ; and, by creating or ordaining a right
for them, has endeavoured to make good the defi-
ciency of nature. But if justice alone could have
ensured a right distribution for the supply of want,
and if it must be through the medium of a right
that the destitute shall obtain their maintenance—
then would there have been no need for another
principle, which stands out most noticeably in our
nature ; and compassion would have been a super-
fluous part of the human constitution. It is thus
that nature provides for the unprovided—not by
unsettling the limits which her previous education
had established in all minds—not by the extension
of aright to every man,—but by establishing in
behalf of those some men, whom accident or the
necessity of circumstances or even their own mis-
conduct had left without a right, a compassionate
interest in the bosom of their fellows. They have
no advocate to plead for them at the bar of justice ;
and therefore nature hath furnished them with a
gentler and more persuasive advocate, who might
solicit for them at the bar of mercy ; and, for their
express benefit, hath given to most men an ear for
pity, to many a hand open asday for melting charity.
But it is not to any rare or romantic generosity
that she hath confided the relief of their wants.
She hath made compassion one of the strongest,
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