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tage, wrought out by the free movements of a
vast multitude of men, not one of whom had the
advantage of the public inall his thoughts. When
good is effected by a combination of unconscious
agents incapable of all aim, we ascribe the combina-
tion to an intellect that devised and gave it birth.
When good is effected by a combination of con-
scious agents capable of aim, but that an aim
wholly different with each from the compound
and general result of their united operations—
this bespeaks a higher will and a higher wisdom
than any by which the individuals, taken sepa-
rately, are actuated. When we look at each striv-
ing to better his own condition, we see nothing in
this but the selfishness of man., When we look at
the effect of this universal principle, in cheapening
and multiplying to the uttermost all the articles
of human enjoyment, and establishing a thousand
reciprocities of mutual interest in the world—we
see in this the benevolence and comprehensw
wisdom of God.*

16. The whole science of Pohtlcal Economy is
full of those exquisite adaptations to the wants
and the comforts of human life, which bespeak
the skill of a master-hand, in the adjustment of
its laws, and the working of its profoundly con-
structed mechanism. We shall instance, first, that

* See further upon this subject, Observations by Dr. Whately,
Archbishop of Dublin, in his recent volume on Political Eco-
nomy.
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