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48 AFFECTIONS WHICH CONDUCE TO

when nature has been partial—so as to diffuse the
more certainly and the more speedily through
the earth that which has been dropped upon it
unequally from Heaven. It is well that greater
efficacy should thus be given to that corrective
force, by which the yearly supplies of food are
spread over the world with greater uniformity than
they at first descend upon it ; and, however much
it may be thought to aggravate a people’s hard-
ships, that a slight failure in their home supply
should create such a rise in the cost of necessaries
—yet certainly it makes the impulse all the more
powerful, by which corn flows in from lands of
plenty to a land of famine. But what we have
long esteemed the most beautiful part of this
operation, is the instant advantage, which a large
importation from abroad gives to our export manu-
facturers at home. There is a limit in the rate of
exchange to the exportation of articles from any
country ; but up to this limit, there is a class of
labourers employed in the preparation of these
articles. Now the effect of an augmented impor-
tation upon the exchange is such as to enlarge
this limit—so that our export traders can then
sell with a larger profit, and carry out a greater
amount of goods than before, and thus enlist a
more numerous population in the service of pre-
paring them. An increased importation always
gives an impulse to exportation, so as to make
employment spring up in one quarter, at the very
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