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righteousness bath established, between prudence

and moral principle, on the one hand, and physical

comfort, on the other. However obnoxious the

modern doctrine of population, as expounded by

Mr. Maithus, may have been, and still is, to weak

and limited sentimentalists, it is the truth which

of all others sheds the greatest brightness over the

earthly prospects of humanity-and this in spite

of the hideous, the yet sustained outcry which

has risen against it. This is a pure case of adap

tation between the external nature of the world in

which we live, and the moral nature of man, its

chief occupier. There is a demonstrable inade

quacy in all the material resources which the globe

can furnish, for the increasing wants of a recklessly

increasing species. But over and against this,

man is gifted with a moral and a mental power, by

which the inadequacy might be fully countervailed;

and the species, in virtue of their restrained and

regulated numbers, be upholden on the face of our

world, in circumstances of large and stable suffi

ciency, even to the most distant ages. The first

origin of this blissful consummation is in the virtue

of the people; but carried into sure and lasting

effect by the laws of political economy, through

the indissoluble connection which obtains between

the wages and the supply of labour-u--so that in

every given state of commerce and civilization,

the amount of the produce of industry and of the
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