
68 RELATION OF THE SPECIAL AFFECTIONS

to the remoter objects of that ultimate state whither

he is going. In the instinctive fondness of parents,

and the affinities of kindness from the fellows of

our species, and even the private affections of

anger and fear,-we behold so many elements

conjoined into what may be termed an apparatus

of guardianship; and such an apparatus has been

reared by Providence in behalf of every creature

that breathes. But in the case of man, with his

larger capacities and prospects, the terminating

object, even ofsuch an intermediate and temporary

apparatus, is not to secure for him the safety or

happiness of the present life. It is to fulfil the

period and subserve the purposes of a moral dis

cipline. For meanwhile character is ripening;

and, whether good or bad, settling by the power

and operation of habit into a state of inveteracy

and so as to fix and prepare the disciples of a pro

bationary state for their final destinations. What

to the infrior animals are the provisions of a life,

are to man the accommodations of a journey. In

the one we singly behold the indications of a

divine benevolence. With the other, we connect

the purposes of a divine administration; and, be

side the love and liberality of a Parent, we recog

nise the designs of a Teacher, and Governor, and

Judge.

7. And these special affections, though their

present and more conspicuous use be to uphold

the existing economy of life, are not without their
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