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76 MISCELLANEQUS ADAPTATIONS.

utterance and hearing in man, or the aerial me-
dium by which sounds are conveyed—do we be-
hold a pure subserviency of the material to the
mental system of our world. Itis true that the
great object subserved by it, is the action and
reaction between mind and mind—nor can we
estimate this object too highly, when we think of
the mighty influence of language, both on the
moral and intellectual condition of our species.
Still it is by means of an elaborate material con-
struction that this pathway has been formed, from
one heart and from one understanding to another.
And therefore it is, that the faculty of communi-
cation by words, with all the power and flexibility
which belong to it, by which the countless bene-
fits of human intercourse are secured, and all the
stores of sentiment and thought are turned into a
common property for the good of mankind, may
well be ranked among the highest of the examples
that we are now in quest of—it being indeed as
illustrious an adaptation as can be named of Ex-
ternal Nature to the Moral and Intellectual Con-
stitution of Man. Of the converse of disembodied
spirits we know nothing. But to man cased in
materialism, certain material passages or ducts of
conveyance, for the interchange of thought and
feeling between one mind and another seem indis-
pensable. 'The exquisite provision which has been
made for these, both in the powers of articulation
and hearing, as also in that intermediate element,
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