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MISCELLANEOUS ADAPTATIONS, w1

by the pulsations of which, ideas are borne forward,
as on so many winged messengers, from one intel-
lect to another—bespeaks, and perhaps more im-
pressively than any other phenomena in nature,
the contrivance of a supreme artificer, the device
and finger of a Deity.*

5. But articulate and arbitrary sound is not
the only vehicle, either of meaning or sentiment.
There is a natural as well as artificial language,
consisting chiefly of expressive tones — though
greatly reinforced both by expressive looks and
expressive gestures. The voice, by its intonations
alone, is a powerful instrument for the propagation
of sympathy between man and man; and there is
similarity enough between us and the inferior ani-
mals, in the natural signs of various of the emo-
tions, as anger and fear, and grief and cheerfulness,
for the sympathy being extended beyond the
limits of our own species, and over a great part of
the sentient creation. We learn by experience
and association the significancy of the merely vocal
apart from vocables; for almost each shade of

* It wiil at once be seen that the same observations may be
extended to written language, and to the fitness of those materials
which subserve, through its means, the wide and rapid communi-
cation of human thoughts. We in truth could have multiplied
indefinitely such instances of adaptation as we are now giving—
but we judge it better to have confined ourselves, throughout
the volume, to matters of a more rudimental and general cha-
racter—leaving the manifold detail and fuller developments of
the argument to future labourers in the ficld.
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