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sounds are those of kind affection. Its sublimest

sounds are those most expressive of moral heroism;

or most fitted to solemnise the devotions of the

heart, and prompt the aspirations and resolves of

exalted piety.

6. A philosophy of taste has been founded on

this contemplation; and some have contended that

both the beauty and the sublimity of sounds are

derived from their association with moral qualities

alone. Without affirming that association is the

only, or the universal cause, it must at least be

admitted to have a very extensive influence over

this class of our emotions. If each of the mental

affections have its own appropriate intonation ;

and there be the same or similar intonations given

forth, either by the inanimate creation or by the

creatures having life which are inferior to man

then, frequent and familiar on every side of him,

must be many of those sounds by which human

passions are suggested, and the memory of things

awakened which are fitted to affect and interest

the heart. And thus it is, that, to the ear of a

poet, all nature is vocal with sentiment; and he

can fancy a genius or residing spirit, in the ocean,

or in the tempest, or in the rushing waterfall, or

in the stream whose softer murmurs would lull

him to repose-or in the mighty forest, when he

hears the general sigh emitted by its innumerable

leaves as they rustle in the wind, and from whose

fitful changes he seems to catch the import of
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