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84 MISCELLANEOUS ADAPTATIONS.

taste may be vivid and powerful, while our prin-
ciples of morality are so weak as to have no ascend-
ant or governing influence over the conduct. This
is no unusual phenomenon of our mystéerious na-
ture. ‘There is a general homage rendered to
virtue in the world; but it is the homage, more
of a dilettanti than of an obedient and practical
devotee. This is not more surprising, than that
the man of profligate habits should have a tasteful
admiration of sacred pictures and sacred melodies ;
or that, with the heart of a coward, he should
nevertheless catch the glow of at least a momen-
tary inspiration from the music of war and patriot-
ism. It seems the effect and evidence of some
great moral derangement, that there should be
such an incongruity in subjective man between
his taste and his principles; and the evidence is
not lessened but confirmed, when we observe a
like incongruity in the objective nature by which
he is surrounded—we mean, between the external
mental and the external material world. We have
only to open our eyes and see how wide, in point
of loveliness, the contrast or dissimilarity is, be-
tween the moral and the material of our actual
contemplation—the one coming immediately from
the band of God; the other tainted and trans-
formed by the spirit of man. We believe with
Alison and others, that, to at least a very great
extent, much of the beauty of visible things lies
in association; that it is this which gives its
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