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and because of such a varied convenience and
beauty in the elevation of the noble fabric. The
reason of so much controversy is, that each puny
controversialist, wedded to his own exclusive view
of an edifice too mighty and majestic for his grasp,
has either selected but one of the upholding props,
and affirmed it to be the only support of the archi-
tecture; or attended to but one of its graces and
utilities, and affirmed it to be the alone purpose
of the magnificent building. The argument of
each, whether on the foundation of virtue or on
its nature, when beheld aright, will be found a
distinct trophy to its worth—for each can plead
some undoubted excellence or good effect of vir-
tue in behalf of his own theory. Each may have
so magnified the property which himself had se-
lected—as that those properties of virtue which
others had selected, were thrown into the shade,
or at most but admitted as humble attendants, in
the retinue of his own great principle. And so
the controversy is not, whether morality be a
solidly constituted fabric; but what that is which
constitutes its solidity, and which should be singled
out as the keystone of the fabric. . Each of the
champions in this warfare has fastened on a differ-
ent keystone ; and each pushes the triumph against
his adversary by a demonstration of its firmness.
Or in other words, virtue is compassed about with
such a number of securities, and possesses such

superabundance of strength, as to have given room
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