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for the question that was raised about Samson of

old-what that is wherein its great strength lies.

It is like the controversy which sometimes arises

about a building of perfect symmetry-when sides

are taken, and counter-explanations are advanced

and argued, about the one characteristic or con.

stitLiting charm, which hath conferred upon it so

much gracefulness. It is even so of morality.

Each partisan hath advocated his own system;

and each, in doing so, bath more fully exhibited

some distinct property or perfection of moral rec

titude. Morality is not neutralized by this con

flict of testimonies; but rises in statelier pride, and

with augmented security, from the foam and the

turbulence which play around its base. To her,

this conflict yields, not a balance, but a summation

of testimonies; and, instead of an impaired, it is

a cumulative argument, that may be reared out of

the manifold controversies to which she has given
rise. For when it is asserted by one party in the

strif, that the foundation of all morality is the

right of God to the obedience of his creatures

let God's absolute right be fully conceded to them.

And when others reply, that, apart from such

right, there is a native and essential rightness in

morality, let this be conceded also. There is

indeed such a rightness, which, anterior to law,

bath had everlasting residence in the character of

the Godhead; and which prompted him to a law,

all whose enactments bear the impress of purest
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