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the suggestion of our own hearts, that to Him be-
‘longs the sovereign state, and, if needful, the seve-
rity of the lawgiver, as well as the fond affection of
the parent—when we assign to Him the character,
which, instead of but one virtue, is comprehensive
of them all—we are then on firmer vantage-ground
for the establishment of a Natural Theology, in
harmony, both with the lessons of conscience, and
with the phenomena of the exteral world. Many
of our academic theists have greatly crippled their
argument, by confining themselves to but one fea-
ture in the character of the Divinity—as if his
only wish in reference to the creatures that He had
made, was a wish for their happiness; or as if, in-
stead of the subjects of a righteous and moral go-
vernment, they were but the nurslings of His ten-
derness. They have exiled and put forth every
thing like jurisprudence from the relation in which
God stands to man ; and by giving the foremost
place in their demonstrations to the mere bene-
ficence of the Deity, they have made the difficulties
of the subject far more perplexing and unresolvable
than they needed to have been. For with benevo-
lence alone we cannot even extenuate and much
less extricate ourselves, from the puzzling difficulty
of those physical sufferings to which the sentient
creation, as far as our acquaintance extends with
it, is universally liable. It isonly by admitting the
sanctities along with what may be termed the hu-
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