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solution of it, without the aid of other .attributes
to help the explanation.

4. It is under the pressure of these difficulties
that refuge is taken in the imagination of a future
state—where it is assumed that all the disorders
of the present scene are to be repaired, and full
compensation made for the sufferings of our earthly
existence. It is affirmed, that, although the body
dies, the soul is unperishable ; and, after it hath
burst its unfettered way from the prison-house of
its earthly tabernacle, that it will expatiate for ever
in the full buoyancy and delight of its then eman-
cipated energies—that, even as from the lacerated
shell of the inert chrysalis the winged insect rises
in all the pride of its now expanded beauty among
the fields of light and ether which are above it, so
the human spirit finds its way through the opening
made by death upon its corporeal framework among
the glories of the upper Elysium. It is this im-
mortality which is supposed to unriddle all the dif-
ficulties that attach to our present condition; which
converts the evil that is in the world, into the in-
strument of a greatly overpassing good ; and af-
fords a scene for the imagination to rest upon,
where all the anomalies which now exercise us shall
be rectified, and where, from the larger prospects
we shall then have of the whole march and destiny
of man, the ways of God to his creatures shall
appear in all the lustre of their full and noble
vindication.
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