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life, and enables the mind to convert its stores of

memory into the treasures of science and wisdom;

and so to elicit from the recollections of the past,

both the doctrines of a general philosophy, and the

lessons of daily and familiar conduct-and that

by means of prognostics not one of which can

fail, for, in respect of her steadfast uniformity,

Nature never disappoints, or, which is equivalent

to this, the Author of Nature never deceives us.

The generality of Nature's laws is indispensable,

both to the formation of any system of truth for

the understanding, and to the guidance of our

actions. But ere we can make such use of it, the

sense and the confident expectation of this gene

rality must be previously in our minds; and the

concurrence, the contingent harmony of these two

elements; the exquisite adaptation of the objective

to the subjective, with the manifest utilities to

which it is subservient, the palpable and perfect

meetness which subsists between this intellectual

propensity in man, and all the processes of the

outward universe-while they afford incontestable

evidence to the existence and unity of that design,

which must have adjusted the mental and the ma

terial formations to each other, speak most deci-

such exquisite skill, so constantly addressed to his eyes, and so

plainly declaring the nearness, wisdom, and providence of Him

with whom we have to do-"-Minute Philosopher. Dialogue iv.

Art. xv.
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