
CONSTITUTION OF MAN. 163

upon mind, though at the distance of a hemisphere

from each other-(conceptions and informations

and reasonings, these products of the intellect

alone, being made to travel over the world by the

intervention of material substances)-these, while

but themselves only a few taken at random from the

multitude of strictly appropriate specimens which

could be alleged of an adaptation between the

systems of mind and matter, are sufficient to mark

an obvious contrivance and forth-putting of skill

in the adjustment of the systems to each other.

Enough has been already done to prove of mind,

with its various powers, that it is the fittest agent

which could have been employed for working

upon matter; and of matter, with its various pro.

perties and combinations, that it is the fittest in

strument which could have been placed under the

disposal of mind. Every new triumph achieved

by the human intellect over external nature, whe

ther in the way of discovery or of art, serves to

make the proof more illustrious. In the indefinite

progress of science and invention, the mastery of

man over the elements which surround him is

every year becoming more conspicuous-the pure

result of adaptation, or of the way in which mind

and matter have been conformed to each other;

the first endowed by the Creator with those powers

which qualify it to command; the second no less

evidently endowed with those corresponding sus

ceptibilities which cause it to obey.
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