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CONSTITUTION OF MAN. 165

stated,* by what peculiarity in the soil it was,
that a certain number of the species was exempted
from the necessity of labour; and without which,
in fact, all science and civilization would have
been impossible. We have also expounded in
some degree the principle, which both originated
the existing arrangements of property, and led men
to acquiesce in them. But still it is a precarious
acquiescence, and liable to be disturbed by many
operating causes of distress apd discontent in
society. If there be influences on the side of the
established order of things, there are also counter-
active influences on the opposite side, of revolt
and irritation against it; and by which, the natu-
ral reverence of men for rank and station may
at length be overborne. In the progress of want
and demoralization among the people; in the
pressure of their increasing numbers, by which
they at once outgrow the means of instruction,
and bear more heavily on the resources of the
land than before; in the felt straitness of their
condition, and the proportionate vehemence of
their aspirations after enlargement—nothing is
easier than to give them a factitious sense of their
wrongs, and to inspire them with the rankling
imagination of a heartless and haughty indifference
on the part of their lordly superiors towards them,
whose very occupation of wealth, they may be

* Part I, chap. vi, 29.
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