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the intellectual ascendency thus acquired, be

found of mighty effect, to consolidate and main.

tam all the gradations of the commonwealth.

15. It is thus that a vain and frivolous aristo

cracy, averse to severe intellectual discipline, and

beset with the narrow prejudices of an order, let

themselves down from that high vantage-ground

on which fortune bath* placed them-where, by a

right use of the capabilities belonging to the state

in which they were born, they might have kept

their firm footing to the latest generations. Did

all truth lie at the surface of observation, and was

it alike accessible to all men, they could not with

such an adaptation of external nature to man's

intellectual constitution, have realized the peculiar

advantage on which we are now insisting. But it

is because there is so much of important and ap

plicable truth which lies deep and hidden under

the surface, and which can only be appropriated

by men who combine unbounded leisure with the

habit or determination of strenuous mental effort

it is only because of such an adaptation, that they

who are gifted with property are, as a class, gifted

with the means, if they would use it, of a great

intellectual superiority over the rest of the species.

There is a strong natural veneration for wealth,

and also a strong natural veneration for wisdom.

It is by the union of the two that the horrors of

revolutionary violence might for ever be averted

from the land. Did our high-born children of
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