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1%0 THE INTELLECTUAL

affluence, for every ten among them, the mere
loungers of effeminacy and fashion, or the mere
lovers of sport and sensuality and splendour—did
they, for every ten of such, furnish but one ena-
moured of higher gymnastics, the gymnastics of
the mind ; and who accomplished himself for the
work and warfare of the senate, by his deep and
comprehensive views in all the proper sciences of
a statesman, the science of government, and poli-
tics, and commerce, and economics, and history,
and human nature,--by a few gigantic men among
them, thus girded for the services of patriotism, a
nation might be saved—because arrested on that
headlong descent, which, at the impulse of the
popular will, it might else have made, from one
measure of fair but treacherous promise, from one
ruinous plausibility to another. The thing most
to be dreaded, is that hasty and superficial legisla-
tion into which a government may be hurried by
the successive onsets of public impatience, and
under the impulse of a popular and prevailing cry.
Now the thing most needed, as a counteractive to
this evil, is a thoroughly intellectual parliament,
where shall predominate that masculine sense
which has been trained for act and application
by masculine studies; and where the silly watch-
word of theory shall not be employed, as hereto-
fore, to overbear the lessons of soundly generalised
truth—because, instead of being discerned at a
glance, they are fetched from the depths of philo-




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


