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portant to their progress, that, for each appropriate
work, there should be men of appropriate faculties
or habits, who, in the execution of their respective
tasks, do exceedingly multiply and enlarge the
products of the mind—even as the grosser products
of human industry are multiplied by the subdivision
of employment.* It is well, that, for that infinite
variety of intellectual pursuits, necessary to explore
all the recesses of a various and complicated external
nature, there should be a like variety of intellectual
predilections and powers scattered over the species
—a congruity between the world of mind and the
world of matter, of the utmost importance, both to
the perfecting of art, and to the progress and per-
fecting of science. Yet it is marvellous of these
respective labourers, though in effect they work
simultaneously and to each other’s hands, how little
respect or sympathy or sense of importance, they
have for any department of the general field, for
any section in the wide encyclopeedia of human
learning, but that on which their own faculties are
concentrated and absorbed. We cannot imagine
aught more dissimilar and uncongenial, than the

* “There is no accounting for the difference of minds or in-
clinations, which leads one man to observe with interest the
development of phenomena, another to speculate on their
causes; but were it not for this happy disagreement, it may
be doubted whether the higher sciences could ever have attained

even their present degree of perfection.’ -—Szr John Herschel’s
Discourses, p. 181.
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