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CONSTITUTION OF MAN. 181

man combines all the ingredients of mental power ;
and no man is wanting in all of them—so that,
while none is wholly independent of others, each
possesses some share of importance in the common-
wealth. The defects, even of the highest minds,
may thus need to be supplemented, by the coun-
terpart excellencies of minds greatly inferior to
their own—and, in this way, the pride of exclusive
superiority is mitigated ; and the respect which is
due to our common humanity is more largely dif-
fused throughout society, and shared more equally
among all the members of it. Nature hath so dis-
tributed her gifts among her children, as to promote
a mutual helpfulness, and, what perhaps is still
more precious, a mutual humility among men.

21. In almost all the instances of mental supe-
riority, it will be found, that it is a superiority
above the average level of the species, in but one
thing—or that arises from the predominance of
one faculty above all the rest. So much is this
the case, that when the example does occur, of an
individual so richly gifted as to excel in two of
the general or leading powers of the mind, his
reputation for the one will impede the establish-
ment of his reputation for the other. There
occurs to us one very remarkable case of the in-
justice, done by the men who have but one faculty,
to the men who are under the misfortune of hav-
ing two. In the writings of Edmund Burke, there
has at length been discovered a rich mine of pro-
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