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stronger curiosity of the few who discover truth,
and the weaker curiosity of the many who acquire
it. The food which hunger impels man to take,
is for his own aliment alone. The fruit of that
study to which the strength of his own curiosity
impels him, may become the property of all men.

4. But, apart from this singularity, we behold in
curiosity, viewed as a general attribute, a manifest
adaptation to the circumstances in which man is
placed. If, on the one hand, we look to the rich
and exhaustless variety of truth, in a universe
fraught with the materials of a most stupendous
and ever-growing philosophy, and each department
of which is fitted to stimulate and regale the curio-
sity of the human mind—we should say of such an
external nature as this, that, presenting a most ap-
propriate field to the inquisitive spirit of our race,
it was signally adapted to the intellectual consti-
tution of man. Or if, on the other hand, besides
looking to the world as a theatre for the delightful
entertainment of our powers, we behold it, in the
intricacy of its phenomena and laws, in its recon-
dite mysteries, in its deep and difficult recesses, yet
conquerable to an indefinite extent by the perse-
verance of man, and therefore as a befitting theatre
for the busy and most laborious exercise of his
powers—we should say of such an intellectual con-
stitution as ours, that it was signally adapted to the
system of external nature. It would require a
curiosity as strong and steadfast as Nature hath
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