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of phenomena, which the disciples of science love
to gaze upon. And the whole charm does not lie
in the ultimate discovery. There is a felt triumph
in the march, and along the footsteps of the demon-
stration which leads to it; in the successive evolu-
tions of the reasoning, as well as its successful
conclusion. Like every other enterprise of man,
there is a happiness in the current and continuous
pursuit, as well as in the final attainment—as every
student in geometry can tell, who will remember,
not only the delight he felt on his arrival at the
landing place, but the delight he felt when guided
onward by the traces and concatenations of the
pathway. Even in the remotest abstractions of
contemplative truth, there is a glory and a trans-
cendental pleasure, which the world knoweth not ;
but which becomes more intelligible, because more
embodied, when the attention of the inquirer is
directed to the realities of substantive nature.
And though there be few who comprehend or fol-
low Newton in his gigantic walk, yet all may par-
ticipate in his triumphant feeling, when he reached
that lofty summit, where the whole mystery and
magnificence of Nature stood submitted to his gaze
~—an eminence won by him through the power and
the patience of intellect alone; but from which he
descried a scene more glorious far than imagination
could have formed, or than ever had been pictured
and set forth in the sublimest visions of poetry.

6. It is thus that while the love of beauty, oper-
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