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thing' to' make head ‘against that majority- within
the walls of every venerable institute, which each
new opinion has to encounter at the outset ; and
more especially, if it tend to derange the methods
of 'a ‘university, or unsettle the long established
practice of its masters.  This will explain that
inveteracy of long possession, which, operating
both in many individual minds and in the bosom
of colleges, gives formation and strength to what
may be termed the conservative party in science
or in the literary commonwealth—that party which
maintains the largest and most resolute contest
with all new opinions, and will not give way, till
overpowered by the weight of demonstration, and
energy of the public voice in their favour.

20. Opposed to this array of strength on the
side of existing principles, we have the incessant
operations of what may be termed the movement
party in science or in the literary commonwealth
—some of whom are urged onward by the mere
love of novelty and change; others by the love
of truth; and very many by a sort of ardent and
indefinite imagination of yet unreached heights in
philosophy, and of the new triumphs which await
the human mind in its interminable progress from
one brilliant or commanding discovery to another.
We have often thought that a resulting optimism
is the actual effect of the play or collision that is
constantly kept up between these two rival parties
in the world of letters. On the one hand it is
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