
INTELLECT AND THE WILL 243

description of the process of attention-for, with.

out any violence to the order of his own very pecu

liar contemplations, he might have gone on to say,

as the effect of this mixed perception and desire

on the part of the observer, that he willed to look

to the object in question; and he might have

spoken of the volition which fastened his eye and

his attention upon it. Both he and Mr. Mill seem

averse to the intervention of the will in this exer

cise at all-the one finding room only for desire;

and the other for his processes of association,

ascribing attention to the mere occurrence of in

teresting sensations or ideas in the train. Now if

this question is to be decided by observation at all,

or by consciousness, which is the faculty of internal

observation, the mental states of desiring and will.

iig seem just as distinguishable as any other mental

states whatever. At the time when the mind de

sires, it bears a respect towards the desirable object;

at the time when it wills, it bears a respect towards

omething different from this, to that act of its own

which is put forth for the purpose of attaining the

object. The desire that is felt towards the object

is specifically a distinct thing from the volition

which prompts or precedes the action. The desire

may have caused the volition; but this is no reason

why it should be confounded with the volition.

And in like manner, a feeling of interest in an idea,

or rather in the object of an idea, is quite distin

guishable from that volition which respects a some-
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