
256 CONNECTION BETWEEN THE

gressive steps of such an inquiry, as by the ulti

mate judgment which forms the termination of it.

To resist a good and valid precognition, and so to

refuse the trial, is a moral unfairness of the very

same kind, with that resistance of a good and valid

proof which leads to the utterance of a false ver

dict. He were an iniquitous judge, who should

internally stifle the impression of those verities,

which now brightened forth upon him at the close

of his investigation. But he also were an iniqui

tous judge, who should stifle the impression of

those verisimilitudes, that even but obscurely and

languidly beamed upon him at the outset.

25. Now, in all the processes of the human in

tellect, there is a similar gradation silently yet

substantially carried forward. There is first an

aspect of probability, which constitutes no claim

upon our immediate belief, but which at least con

stitutes a most rightful claim upon our attention,

a faculty, as we before said, at the bidding of our

will, and for the exercise of which we are there.

Yore responsible-seeing that whenever there is a

rightful claim upon our attention, and the attention

is not given, it is wrongously withheld. But we

know that the effect of this faculty, is to brighten

every object of contemplation to which it is di

rected, gradually to evolve into greater clearness

all its lineaments, and lastly to impress the right

conviction upon the understanding. In other

words, the man, on such an occasion as this, is
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