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260 THE DEFECTS AND USES

of the atheistical verdict on the question of a God.
The atheist does not labour to demonstrate that
there is no God. But he labours to demonstrate
that there is no adequate proof of there being one.
He does not positively affirm the position, that
God is not; but he affirms the lack of evidence
for the position, that God is. His verdict on the
doctrine of a God is only that it is not proven. It
1s not that is not disproven. He is but an Atheist.
He is not an Antitheist.

4. Now there is one consideration, which affords
the inquirer a singularly clear and commanding
position, at the outset of this great question. It
is this. We cannot, without a glaring contraven-
tion to all the principles of the experimental phi-
losophy, recede to a further distance from the
doctrine of a God, than to the position of simple
atheism. We do not need to take our departure
from any point further back than this, in the re-
gion of antitheism; for that region cannot possibly
be entered by us but by an act of tremendous
presumption, which it were premature to denounce

- as impious, but which we have the authority of all
modern science for denouncing as unphilosophical.
To make this palpable, we have only to contrast
the two intellectual states, not of theism and athe-
ism, but of theism and antitheism—along with the
two processes, by which alone we can be logically
and legitimately led to them.

5. To be able to say then that there is a God,
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