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seen that no mark of a Divine footstep was there.;

and we must have gotten intimacy with every

existent spirit in the universe, and learned from

each that never did a revelation of the Deity visit

him.;" and we must have searched, not into the

records of one solitary planet, but into the archives

of all worlds, and thence gathered, that, throughout

the wide realms of immensity, not one exhibition

of a reigning and living God ever has been made.

Atheism might plead a lack of evidence within its

own field of observation. But antitheism pro

nounces both upon the things which are, and the

things which are not within that field. It breaks

forth and beyond all those limits that have been

prescribed to man's excursive spirit, by the sound

philosophy of experience; and by a presumption
the most tremendous, even the usurpation of all

space and of all time, it affirms that there is no

God. To make this out, we should need to travel

abroad over the surrounding universe till we had

exhausted it, and to search backward through all

the hidden recesses of eternity ; to traverse in

every direction the plains of infinitude, and sweep
the outskirts of that space which is itself inter

minable ; and then bring back to this little world

of ours, the report of a universal blank, wherein

we had not met with one manifestation or one

movement of a presiding God. For man not to

know of a God, lie has only to sink beneath the

level of our common nature. But to deny him,.
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