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266 THE DEFECTS AND USES

quency, if he have gladly seized upon the libérali-
ties which were brought in secret to his door, yet
seeks not after the quarter whence they have come
—willing that the hand of the dispenser should
remain for ever unknown, and not wanting any
such disclosures as would lay a distinct claim or
obligation upon himself. He altogether lives by
the bounty of another; yet would rather continue
to live without the burden of those services or
acknowledgments that are due to him. His igno-
rance of the benefactor might alleviate the charge
of ingratitude ; but it plainly awakens the charge
again, if he choose to remain in ignorance, and
would shun the information that might dispel it.
In reference then to this still undiscovered patroti
of his family, it is possible for him to evince in-
gratitude ; to make full exhibition of a nature that
is unmoved by kindness and withholds the moral
responses which are due to it, that can riot with
utmost selfishness and satisfaction upon the gifts
while in total indifference about the giver—an in-
difference which might be quite as clearly and
characteristically shown, by the man who seeks
not after his unknown friend, as by the man who
slights him after that he has found him.

- 9. It may thus be made to appear, that there is-:
an ethics connected with theology, which may
come into play, anterior to the clear view of any
of its objects. More especially, we do not need
to be sure of God, ere we ought to have certain
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