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OF NATURAL THEOLOGY. 2

happiness ; to think of the food, and the recrea.
tion, and the study, and the society, and the busi-
ness, each having an appropriate relish of its own,
60 as in fact to season with enjoyment the great
bulk of our existence in the world ; to think that,
instead of living in the midst of grievous and in-
cessant annoyance to all our faculties, we should
bhave awoke upon a world that so harmonised with
the various senses of man, and both gave forth
such music to his ear, and to his eye such manifold
loveliness ; to think of all these palpable and most
precious adaptations, and yet to care not whether
in this wide universe there exists a being who has
had any hand in them; to riot and regale oneself
to the uttermost in the midst of all. this profusion,
and yet to send not one wishful inquiry after that
Benevolence which for aught we know may have
laid it at our feet—this, however shaded from our
view the object of the question may be, is, from
its very commencement, a clear outrage against
its ethical properties. If that veil of dim trans-
parency, which hides the Deity from our imme-
diate perceptions, were lifted up; and we should
then spurn from us the manifested God—this were
direct and glaring impiety. But, anterior, to the
lifting of that veil, there may be impiety. - It is
impiety to be so immersed as we are in the busy
objects and gratifications of life; and yet to care
not whether there be a great and a good spirit by
whose kindness it is that life is upholden. It



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


