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274 THE DEFECTS AND USES

a full and finjshed revelation, At no point of this
progress does ‘¢ the trumpet give an uncertain
sound,” extending, if not to those who stand.on
the ground of Antitheism, (which we have already
pxonounced upon and we trust proved to be madly
uratlonal)-—-at least to those who stand on the
glound of Atheism, who, though strangers to the
gggv;ct;on, are geltalnly not strangers to the cou-
ception of a Deity. It is of the utmost practical
i‘m_pgljtance,‘_thaa_t even these are not beyond the
jurisdiction of an obvious principle ; and that a
right obligatory call can be addressed to men so
far back on the domain of irreligion and ignorance.
It is deeply interesting to know, by what sort of
moral force, even an atheist ought to be evoked
from the fastness which he occupies—what are the
notices, by responding to which, he should come
forth with open eyes and a willing mind to this
high investigation ;. and by resisting which, he will
incur a demerit, whereof a clear moral cognizance
might be taken, and . whereon a righteous woral
cogdemnauon might be passad1 The f‘ﬂahe_l_a;_ot‘
men’’ should know the uttermost reach of their
argument ; and it is well to understand of religion,
that, if she have truth and authority at all, there
is a voice proceeding from her which might be
universally heard—so that even the remotest fami-
lies of earth, if not reclaimed by her, are laid by
her under sentence of righteous reprobation.

14. On this doctrine of the moral dynamics,
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