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OF NATURAL THEOLOGY. DY e d

preliminary steps of the process—insomuch that,
in every Christian land, the youth and the man-
hood are accountable for their belief, because ae-
countable for their use or their neglect of  that in-
quiry, by which the belief ought to have been de-
termined. They have all from their infancy heard
of God. Many have been trained to think of
Him, amidst a thousand associations of reverence.
Some, under a roof of piety, have often lisped the
prayers of early ehildhood to this unseen Being ;
and, in the oft-repeated sound of morning and
evening orisons, they have become familiar to His
name. Even they who have grown up at random
through the years of a neglected beyhood, are
greatly within the limits of that respensibility for
which we plead. They are fully possessed, if not
with the certainty, at least with the idea, of a
great eternal Sovereign. The very imprecations
of profaneness may have taught it to them. The
very Sabbath they spend in riot and blasphemy
at least reminds them of a God. The worship-bell
of the church they never enter, conveys to them,
f not the truth, at least an imagination of the
truth, which, if it do net arrest them by a sense
of obligation, will leave guilt upon their souls—
though it be guilt against a God who is unknown.

17. But lastly, we may now perceive what that
is, on which a teacher of religion finds an intro»
duction for his topic, even in the minds of people
in the lowest state both of moral and intellectual
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