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278 THE DEFECTS AND USES

debasement. They may have not that in them,
at the outset of his ministrations, which can en-
able them to decide the question of God ; but
they have at least that in them, which should
summon all their faculties to the respectful enter-
tainment of it. They have at least such a sense
of the Divinity, as their own consciences will tell,
should put them on the regards and the in-
quiries of moral earnestness. This is a clear prin-
ciple which operates at the very commencement of
a religious course ; and causes the first transition,
from the darkness and insensibility of alienated
nature, to the feelings and attentions of serious-
ness. The truth is, that there is a certain rudi-
mental theology every where, on which the lessons
of a higher theology may be grafted—as much as
to condemn, if not to awaken the apathy of nature.
What we have already said of the relation in which
the father of a starving household stands to the
giver of an anonymous donation, holds true of the
relation in which all men stand to the unseen or
anonymous God. Though in a state of absolute
darkness, and without one token or clue to a dis-
covery, there is room for the exhibition of moral
differences among men—for even then, all the
elements of morality might be at work, and all
the tests of moral propriety might be abundantly
verified ; and still more, after that certain likeli-
hoods had arisen, or some hopeful opening had
occurred for investigating the secret of a God.



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/Bridgewater-Treatises/index.html


