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call for that remedial system, which it is the very
purpose of Christianity to introduce into the
world.

24. We hold that the theology of nature sheds
powerful light on the being of a God ; and that,
even from its unaided demonstrations, we can
reach a considerable degree of probability, both
for His moral and patural attributes. But when it
undertakes the question between God and man,
this is what it finds to be impracticable. It is
here where the main helplessness of nature lies.
It is baffled in all its attempts to decipher the state
and the prospects of man, viewed in the relation
of an offending subject to an offended sovereign.
In a word, its chief obscurity, and which it is
wholly unable to disperse, is that which rests on
the hopes and the destiny of our species. There
is in it enough of manifestation to awaken the fears
of guilt, but not enough again to appease them.
It emits, and audibly emits, a note of terror; but
in vain do we listen for one authentic word of
comfort from any of its oracles. It is able to see
the danger, but not the deliverance. It can excite
the forebodings of the human spirit, but cannot
quell them—knowing just enough to stir the per-
plexity, but not enough to set the perplexity at
rest. It can state the difficulty, but cannot un-
riddle the difficulty—having just as much know-
ledge as to enunciate the problem, but not so
much as might lead to the solution of the problem.
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