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296 THE DEFECTS AND USES

He admits. a- moral government: on -the part of
God. He admits ‘a universal'delinquency on the
part of man. And his feeling is, that the govern-
ment. would be nullified by a mere act of indem-
nity, which rendered no' acknowledgment to the
justice which had been 'violated, or to the autho-
rity of .that law which had been trampled on. In
these circumstances, he casts about as it were for
an adjustment; and puts forth a conjectural specu-
lation ; and guesses what the provision should be,
which, under a new economy, might be adopted
for repairing a defect, that is evidently beyond all
the resources of natural theism ; and proposes the
very expedient of our professed revelation, for the
resolving of a difficulty which had been else im-
practicable. . We deem it a melancholy fact, that
this noble testimony to the need of a gospel should
have disappeared in the posterior editions of his
work—revised and corrected as they were by his
awn hand, It is not for men to sit in the chair of
Judgment ; and never should they feel a greater
awe or tenderness upon their spirits, than when
called to witness or to pronounce upon the aber-
rations, of departed genius. Yet when one com-
pares the passage he could at one time have
written, with the Memoir, that, after an interval of
many years he gave to the world, of David Hume,
that ablest champion of the infidel cause--one
fears lest, under the contagion of a near and
withering intimacy with him, his spirit may have
- imbibed of the kindred poison ; and he at length
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