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18 PHYSICAL CHARACTER OF MAN.
SECT. III
Physical Superiority of Man, on what Principle to be
estimated.

Frow this helplessness in his early years, and
from the occasional inferiority of some of his
physical organs to the corresponding organs of
brutes, it has sometimes been absurdly asked
what claim man has, from his physical structure
or powers, to be placed first in the scale of ani-
mal beings. His strength, what is it to that of
the elephant or of the horse, or even of some
species of reptiles or fish? his powers of sight
and motion, what are they to those of the bird?
his sense of odours, to that of the dog? his touch,
to that of the spider?

And yet, even if we entirely omit the con-
sideration of the soul, that immaterial and im-
mortal principle which is for a time united to
his body, and view him only in his merely ani-
mal character, man is still the most excellent of
animals. How confined are the powers of other
animals, considered generally, when compared
with those of the human species. The comb of
the bee indeed is in its construction wonderful ;
and so is even the nest of the bird, or the habi-
tation of the beaver: but these animals could
never be taught to fabricate, or to use, the sim-
plest of those machines or instruments, which
man, even in a very partially civilized state, is
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