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PHYSICAL CHARACTER OF MAN. 19

in the daily habit of making and employing:
much less could they be taught to perform those
complicated operations which result from their
employment.

But, it may perhaps be said, it is the mind,
the intellectual power of man, which enables
him to produce the- effects in question. His
mind indeed enables him to conceive the plan
of those operations which he executes, but it
does no more: and were his form deficient by
one of the smallest of its present members, he
would be rendered nearly helpless. Take from
his hand but one of the fingers, and he could do
nothing. It is the human hand which gives the
power of execution to the human mind; and it
is the relative position of one of the fingers to
the other four, which principally stamps the
character of the hand ; for the thumb, by its
capability of being brought into opposition with
each of the other fingers, enables the hand to
adapt itself to every shape; and gives it that
complete dominion which it possesses over the
various forms of matter".

Give all the intelligence therefore that you
please to the horse, or to the elephant, yet with
hoofs instead of hands it is physically impos-
sible that they could construct the simplest in-

b The term poltroon, if not of fancied etymology, (pollice
truncatus,) verifies this statement; the Roman soldier who had
been deprived of his thumb, being deemed unfit for service.
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