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20 PHYSICAL CHARACTER OF MAN.

strument: nor could the organs even of the
beaver, were that animal gifted with the highest
intellectual powers, enable it to effect much more
than it is capable of effecting at present.

Man then is in every sense superior, in organ-
ization as well as in intellectual powers, to all
other animals; and the degree of resemblance
to him, as thus superior, is the main principle of
classification adopted at the present day: and
upon the whole it will be found that, in propor-
tion as the powers and relations of animals are
extensive, their structure resembles that of man.
And, with respect to the degrees of this resem-
blance, it may be observed that occasionally it
is so strong, as to constitute all but identity of
form, as in some of the quadrumanous animals,
or apes ; while in others it is so faint, as to ren-
der it questionable whether we are viewing an
animate or inanimate body, as in several va-
rieties of sponge. It is evident that the stability
of the principle of classification, now described,
depends on the permanency of the specific form
of animals: and it will be found that nature has
guarded this point in so sacred a manner, that
after the lapse of thousands of years, the iden-
tity of the species may be not only traced, but
demonstrated, when nothing but the almost
mouldering bones of the individual remain.
But this subject will be considered more at
large hereafter.
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