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naturally determined by
their specific form when

fully developed; in order perhaps, among other

purposes, to give occasion for that exercise of the

limbs which is necessary to the health of the in

dividual. Hence the young ram couches his

head, and tilts at his adversary, long before his

horns have appeared; and the young pheasant

assails his antagonist with his projected legs,

long before his spurs have begun to bud. And,

following this analogy, may we not reasonably

suppose that the sports of childhood have a na

tural tendency to prefigure the occupations of

manhood; and that by the extension of the same

principle, independently of the impulse given by

systematic education, or spontaneous imitation

of their parents and others, there are instinctive

differences in the amusements of children of dif

ferent temperaments, connected with their future

destinations in life? Thus while the boy is en

gaged in the mimicry of military parade or

equestrian exercises, the girl devotes her time

to more feminine occupations, and busies herself

in acting the various duties which her nursery

or household will hereafter require. The re

corded attempt to conceal Achilles in female

attire, whether founded in fact, or, as is pro

bable, merely a fictitious anecdote, will serve

to illustrate the present point; inasmuch as

the use of the means, said to have been em

ployed by Ulysses to detect the hero, was evi-
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