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dently suggested by the principle just now ad-
vanced.

At this early period of life then, the judgment
being not sufficiently matured for deeper obser-
vation, the mind is satisfied with a view of the
form and surface of objects presented to it ; with
their anatomy, as it were, rather than with their
physiology: but, in the mean time, it is thus
acquainting itself undistractedly with those sen-
sible qualities, with which it must necessarily be
familiar before it can proceed to reason on causes
and relations. And although it may appear at
first view that a very disproportionately long
period of our life is devoted to the mere exercise
of the senses, it is yet -highly probable that im-
portant mental operations may be simultane-
ously going on, though we are at the time un-
conscious of them: for something analogous is
observable throughout the whole course of our
existence. How few there are, for instance, who,
at any period of life, can call to mind a tenth
part of what they have even recently heard or
observed. And if this may be correctly affirmed
of the adult age of life, and of those individuals
whose original powers of mind are great, how
much more strongly will it apply to those whose
original powers of mind are not above the com-
mon standard, or not yet matured by age. So
that there can be very little doubt that the gene-
ral principles and rules, which regulate the rea-
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