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of the whole made practically manifest every

moment of our lives; but its antecedent capa

bilities are so open to the investigating eye

of reason, as to afford one of the readiest sub

jects of physical demonstration. And although,

with respect to the brain, we not only have no

satisfactory evidence, but cannot even form a

probable conjecture, of the use or mode of ac

tion of any particular part; yet we cannot doubt

that it is the instrument by which our intel

lectual powers hold communion with external

nature. I shall dedicate therefore this and the

following chapter to the consideration of the

general history of these organs.

It would be an invasion of the province of

others to give an anatomical description of the

several constituent parts of the human hand:

but in saying that its adaptation to the various

purposes to which it is applicable is so open to

the investigating eye of reason, as to afford one

of the readiest subjects of physical demonstra

tion, a tacit reference was made to that remark

able part of the writings of Galen, in which he

expatiates upon the capabilities of this wonder

ful instrument: and that that extraordinary

writer could hardly have selected a better sub

ject, for the exercise of his powers in intellectual

analysis, will be readily granted on a perusal of

the following passages; provided they correctly

represent the spirit of the original.
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