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64 NERVOUS SYSTEM OF ANIMALS.

those, who happen not to have reflected on it
before, in such a manner as to enable them to
form some judgment of the merits of a theory,
the character of which has been injured to the
full as much by its injudicious friends as by its
professed enemies. Of this theory it may per-
haps be affirmed with truth, that, considered as
an abstract philosophical speculation, it is highly
ingenious, and founded upon unobjectionable
principles: and that while the general conclu-
sion is Inevitable with respect to the collective
functions of the brain, there is nothing unrea-
sonable in supposing that specific parts serve
specific purposes. The rock, on which Dr. Gall
and his implicit advocates have split, is the at-
tempt to fix the local boundaries of the several
faculties of the soul. Had he satisfied himself
with developing the structure of the brain in the
various classes of animals; and had he been con-
tent to shew that, in tracing its structure from
those animals which manifest the least indica-
tions of intelligence to those which exhibit still
stronger and stronger, it proportionally advances
in its resemblance to the structure of the human;
and lastly, had he only drawn from these pre-
mises the general probable conclusion, that spe-
cific parts had specific uses with respect to the
manifestations of the immaterial principle of
animal existence ; (and assuredly brutes are en-
dued with such a principle, though, as being
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