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devoid of the moral sense, they are not fitted for

a future state, and consequently perish when

their bodies die;) had Dr. Gall been content

to have stopped at this point, without ventur

ing to define the local habitations of the sup

posed specific organs, he would have acquired

the unalloyed fame of having developed a beau

tiful train of inductive reasoning in one of the

most interesting provinces of speculative philo

sophy: whereas, in the extent to which he has

carried his principles, his doctrine has become

ridiculous as a system; while in its individual

applications it is not only useless, but of a posi

tively mischievous tendency: for, without the aid

of this system, every man of common sense has

sufficient grounds on which to judge of the cha

racters of those with whom he associates; and

it is evidently more safe to judge of others by

their words and actions, and the general tenor

of their conduct, than to run the risk of con

demning an individual from the indication of

some organ, the activity of which, for a moment

allowing its existence, may have been subdued

by the operation of moral or religious motives.

But there is an occasional absurdity in the

application of the theory, which, though obvi

OUS, does not seem to have been noticed. Let

us suppose, for instance, the case of a murderer;

and that a disciple of Dr. Gall were to maintain

that, as the crime of murder proceeds from the
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