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condition, with reference to the form and gene

ral powers of his body, rest therefore on those

two organs, the hand and the brain. And

as the adaptation of the external world to the

physical condition of man must have a special

reference to those peculiarities in his structure

which distinguish him essentially from other

animals, it has therefore been thought impor

tant to dedicate a considerable portion of this

treatise to the investigation of the characters of

the two organs above mentioned.

SECT. VI.

Cursory View ofthe Extent ofHuman Power over the

Olijects ofthe external World.

HAVING examined, as far as is necessary for

the purpose of this treatise, the animal charac

ter of man, both with respect to the points in

which he partakes ofthe nature of other species,

and those in which he is elevated above them;

let us proceed to consider the adaptation of the

external world to the physical condition of that

being to whom the Creator has given dominion

over all his other works; whom alone, of all the

living tenants of the earth, he has endued with

a mind capable of conceiving, and corporeal

powers capable of executing those wonderful

combinations, which make him lord of the world

which he inhabits; which enable him to com

pel the properties of inert matter to bend to his
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