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on a moment's reflection that his actual state will

be very different at different periods of time, or

in different parts of the world at the same pe

riod: and this observation applies no less to

communities than to individuals. How great

the contrast, with reference to the case of indi

viduals, between the intellectual powers and at

tainments of a Newton and a native of New

Holland; and in the case of communities, how

great the contrast between any of the kingdoms

of modern Europe, and the rude tribes from

whence they were originally derived.

In proceeding then to illustrate the adapta

tion of the external world to the physical con

dition of the human species, we must view in

dividuals or communities under all possible cir

cumstances of existence, and make the illustra

tion of as general application as the nature of

the subject evidently demands.

And, in order to effect something like a sys

tematic arrangement of time immense mass of

materials whence the following illustration is to

be deduced, it is proposed to investigate sepa

rately the four kingdoms or divisions of nature,

the general characters of which were given in

the commencement of this treatise; beginning

with the atmospherical and ending with the ani

mal kingdom.

If it were possible, with the bodily as with the

mental eye, ro behold the constitution of the at-
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