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TO THE PHYSICAL CONDITION OF MAN. 111

and with respect to his common beverage, whe-
ther milk, or any form of fermented liquor, water
still constitutes the main bulk of that beverage.

So far the use of water is directly and imme-
diately necessary to his comfort and subsistence:
but its indirect and remote necessity is equally
observable in all that surrounds him. There is
scarcely an article of his apparel, in some part
of the preparation of which water has not been
necessarily employed; in the tanning of the
leather of his shoes; in the dressing of the flax
of which his linen is made ; in the dyeing of the
wool of his coat, or of the materials of his hat.
Without water the china or earthen cups, out of
which he drinks, could not have been turned on
the lathe ; nor the bricks, of which his house is
constructed, nor the mortar by which they are
cemented, have been formed. The ink with
which he writes, and the paper which receives
it, could not have been made without the use of
water. The knife with which he divides his
solid food, and the spoon with which he con-
veys it when in a liquid form to his mouth, could
not have been, or at least have not probably been
formed, without the application of water during
some part of the process of making them.

By water the medical principles of various
vegetable and mineral substances are extracted,
and rendered potable; which could not be in-
troduced into the animal system in a solid state:
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