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and though not of much value in argument, there

is at least a metaphysical elegance in the opin

ion, that the remarkable effects of music on the

human mind depend on its power of recalling to

the memory the airs of paradise, heard in a state

of preexistence.

But, if an individual instance of the truth of

the present position were to be selected, it would

not be possible perhaps to find one more im

pressive than that which has been recorded of

the late emperor of the French. It is said that

at that period of his life, when the consequences

of his infatuated conduct had fully developed

themselves in unforeseen reverses, Napoleon,

driven to the necessity of defending himself

within his own kingdom with the shattered rem

nant of his army, had taken up a position at

Brienne, the very spot where he had received

the rudiments of his early education; when, un

expectedly, and while he was anxiously em

ployed in a practical application of those mili

tary principles which first exercised the ener

gies of his young mind in the college of Brienne,

his attention was arrested by the sound of the

church clock. The pomp ofhis imperial court, and

even the glories of Marengo and of Austerlitz,

faded for a moment from his regard, and almost

from his recollection. Fixed for a while to the

spot on which he stood, in motionless attention

to the well known sound, he at length gave
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