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venient materials for the purposes of build-
ing.

In whatever situation then man may be placed,
he will most probably have the means of procur-
ing the comfort of a fixed habitation. Nor is it
long before he adds a certain degree of luxury to
utility : for wherever the simple architecture of
the dwelling 1s not decorated with some orna-
mental additions, we may be certain that society
exists in a very low state of civilization ; so that
sculpture, as an artificial refinement, seems to
be a natural consequence of architecture. And,
perhaps, the superiority attainable by educa-
tion and habit is not displayed in any of the
arts of life so strikingly as in these. From the
simple tent of the Bedouin to the majestic ruins
of Palmyra, among which it is pitched ; or from
the rude hut of the modern Acropolis to the
awful grandeur of the Parthenon which over-
shadows it; how infinite are the gradations
which mark the progress of these arts!

And with respect to statuary, that highest de-
partment of the art of sculpture, what emotions
18 it not capable of raising in the mind, particu-
larly when employed in representing the pas-
sions or any of the attributes of man! If, for
instance, the mind of the savage could be instan-
taneously elevated to the feeling of correct taste,
what would be the sensations of the islander .of
the southern Pacifie, in turning from the view
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