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244 ADAPTATION OF ANIMALS

bee, the wasp, the ant, and perhaps ten or
twelve more species, few but professed natu-
ralists are acquainted with the specific differ-
ences of this class of animals ; so small are they
in size, and so apparently insignificant to a
common observer. But, if we have reason for
believing that not a single animal species exists
without its use in the general economy of na-
ture, we have a certainty that there are many,
the absence of which would be almost incom-
patible with the continuance of the existence of
the human race. If, for instance, the duties of
the shepherd and herdsman could no longer be
exercised, in consequence of the extinction of
the two species of which they have now respect-
ively the care, into what misery would not the
population of a great part of the world be
plunged, cut off at once from some of the most
substantial forms of animal food, and the most
general and effectual sources of clothing!

And, if we consider the subject in another
point of view, how fitly are the natures of these
species, from the individuals of which such im-
mense advantage accrues to man, accommodated
to that end! If, for instance, the sheep and the
oX were carnivorous, instead of herbivorous, how
could the species be preserved: or, supposing
for a moment that a sufficient quantity of ani-
mal food could be procured for them, under
that supposition how could it be conveniently
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